About Vincent van Gogh

Gogh, Vincent Willem van (1853-1890), Dutch painter, whose work represents the archetype of expressionism, the idea of emotional spontaneity in painting. 

He was born in Groot-Zundert. His first paintings of peasants, dark and somber, sometimes crude, demonstrate van Gogh's desire to express his vision of the misery and poverty of humanity.  

In 1886 van Gogh went to Paris to live with his brother, Théo van Gogh, an art dealer. Influenced by the work of the impressionists (See Impressionism) and by the work of Japanese printmakers, he also adopted the brilliant hues found in the paintings of French artists Camille Pissarro and Georges Seurat. In 1888 van Gogh moved to Provence in southern France, where he painted scenes of nature and life characteristic of the region. He also began to use the swirling brush strokes and intense yellows, greens, and blues associated with such works as Starry Night (1889, Museum of Modern Art, New York City).  

A dispute with French painter Paul Gauguin resulted in van Gogh cutting off part of his own ear. Under subsequent medical care, van Gogh painted between repeated spells of madness. Just after completing his ominous Crows in the Wheatfields (1890, Rijksmuseum Vincent van Gogh, Amsterdam, Netherlands), he committed suicide.    

